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" RETRO

BOLD BLOCKS OF COLOUR TURN A SMALL

APARTMENT INTO AN AMERICAN-STYLE

DINER WITH VICTORIAN GOTHIC TOUCHES.

ewlyweds Joshua Koh and - Pearly
NCheong have quirky interests. He likes

retro knick-knacks like neon signs and is
currently looking for a 1950s-style jukebox. She
collects limited-edition Barbie dolls and actually
takes them out of their boxes to fully admire the
couture they are dressed in.

It's no surprise that their 1,185sqf home is
just as unusual. To marry their diverse styles and
collections, the couple engaged interior designer
Romie Lee of The Cottage Crafts. Romie used a
palette of cheerful crayon hues and designed
unique interior details and finishes like spray-
painted glass cladding and sliding doors with
glass portholes.

COLOURS OF THE 1950s

Apple green spray-painted glass shoe cabinets

at the entryway ensure that the black-and-

white chequerboard-patterned floors don't feel
overpowering. Instead of a skirting, waist-height >
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The pink and blue
display cabinets flank
the entrance to the
living and dining

area. below left This
pay phone is one of
Joshua's vintage finds.

[ HUES THAT POP
THE BLACK-AND-WHITE

FLOOR MAKES THE VIBRANT
TONES OF THE BUILT-IN
FURNITURE STAND OQUT.




apple green spray-painted glass panels line the
hallway so Joshuz and Pearly's three dogs can
have the run of the space without scratching
the walls. They chose the cheerful shade to help
brighten up this windowless area.

Adding to the colour palette are pink and
blue 1950s cabinets with rounded corners, whose
hues complement the sweet look of Pearly's
Precious Moments collection displayed in them.

A pair of black and white doors with glass
porthole windows close off the 1950s American-
diner-inspired living and dining room from the
hallway. There’s a wacky reason behind Joshua
and Pearly’s choice of yellow bar stools and a
bar counter for their dining table. “We wanted
something higher so the dogs couldn’t rest their
heads on the table and beg for food,” Pearly

laughs. A Heineken neon sign completes the
restaurant-bar look of the space.

VICTORIAN HUES

With three bedrooms, the couple could turn one
into a study and another into Pearly’s piece de
resistance — the Barbie room. She wanted a room
inspired by American designer Anna Sui and >
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Inside Pearly's Barbie
room is a mix of black
Rococo-style furniture
with metallic-coloured
outlines.

Romie designed built-
i in cabinets with a black
i lacquered finish to
display the dolls
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bielow Flocked
Rococe-print panels on
the glossy closet doors
contribute to the rich,
tactile look of the
master bedroom.

5 [ ALL GLAMMEL
SHIMMERY SILVER PILLOWS
AND BLACK-OUT DRAPES
ADD TO THE SEDUCTIVE
AMBIENCE OF THE PURPLE-
THEMED BEDROOM.

=ne= brand Victoria's Secret, with late-19th-
c=ntury Victorian Gothic details in black and soft
ok The colour scheme, Pearly explains, is a

The ster bedroom is also a Victorian
: spired space, but in black and purple.
os=t doors with flocked Rococo-print panels
=m and texture to the purple walls.
“We're really not into the contemporary
sw'= " Joshua shares. Pearly affirms that they're
moured of the past, and it clearly shows in
© wintage-retro home. “It took us two years
2 “nc 2 designer who would work with the ideas
= have, and Romie did way beyond what we
=aned,” she adds. The result is so far-removed
~om the standard-issue condominium finishes
==t coming home for Joshua and Pearly is like

oing into a different, technicoloured time. ©
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THE COTTAGE CRAFTS TEL: 6336-7588
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